Darren Valley Community Council Update – June 2019
Tirwedd y Comin/Common landscape project is coming to the end of its first year. In brief, we have
accomplished a great deal, just some of our achievements are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Removed over 16tons of rubbish
52 volunteers engaged in practical work activities
cleared 287m of footpaths
created over 300m of firebreaks
undertaken 23 joint patrols with the Police
Numerous partnerships built with statutory and non-statutory organisations
Engaged with two local primary schools
Over 10 presentations delivered to groups and organisations in the local community

Building on lessons learnt from this first year and by adopting a Sustainable Management of Natural
Resources approach (SMNR - https://naturalresources.wales/media/678317/introducing-smnrbooklet-english.pdf), we have decided to submit a section 38 application to Planning Inspectorate
Wales (PINS) in order to undertake work on the common. The aim of this application is to safeguard
this important landscape for current and future generations. Works proposed in this application fall
into two themes:
1. Vehicle prevention measures
2. Habitat improvement works
Vehicle prevention measures will involve creating natural boundaries along roads which cross the
common to restrict illegal vehicular access. As I am sure you are all aware, substantial areas of the
common have been blighted by extensive fly-tipping and illegal off roading. Currently, fly tipping
mainly occurs away from public highways on the common itself, making it very difficult to detect
(owing to the large landscape) and remove. This fly-tipping causes substantial damage and poses
real dangers to grazing animals, wildlife, recreational users, farmers and effects the wider ecology
such as impacting water courses. and is a problem that is very difficult to address, given the scale of
the landscape and its accessibility. The works will help protect and improve the common by stopping
vehicles illegally driving on to the common (which is already an offence under legislation).
Several options have been considered including CCTV however due to the scale of the common, this
is both impractical and could have a negative impact on users of the common under privacy and
suitability considerations. The works are designed to tie into existing contours of the landscape,
working with the topography but creating an effective barrier to vehicles. As stated above the
common is suffering from substantial levels of fly-tipping and the do-nothing approach has been
considered; this will result in the ongoing decline of a Cadw-designated historic landscape and a loss
of recreational and agricultural area available for use. Access considerations have been heavily
considered and gaps will be left in the bund and ditch where rights of way and desire lines cross it.
The work will not impend the free movement of animals or people.

Habitat improvement works will consist of hedgerow creation works in the north of the common
where existing fences occur and several trial plots established to allow natural regeneration of
nationally important priority habitat. The application is a very structured process and there will be a
period for members of the public to comment. Notices will be placed at entry points to the common
and within the local press. Once the application has been submitted it is likely that it will take 6
months for a decision to be made, if approved works will be phased in over a number of years. I’m
currently in the informal consultation phase with the intention to submit this application in midJune. Both local authorities, the landowner, grazing association, Natural Resources Wales and other
organisations are very supportive of this application and have provided letters of support. If the
community council can do something similar that would be very much appreciated. I would like to
stress that no works within this application will impede anyone’s legal right to use and enjoy the
common.

